
 

WHEN IN TROUBLE, GIVE THANKS! 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV) 
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

“Trouble” (Webster’s) means   _______________________________

_____________________________________________________


Acts 16:25-30 (NLV) 
”About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs of thanks to 
God.  The other men in prison were listening to them.  All at once the earth 
started to shake.  The stones under the prison shook and the doors opened.  

The chains fell off from everyone. 

The jailer woke up.  He saw the prison doors wide open and thought the men 
in prison had gotten away.  At once he pulled out his sword to kill himself.  But 
Paul called to him, `Do not hurt yourself.  We are all here!’  The jailer called for 
lights.  Then he ran in and got down in front of Paul and Silas.  He was shaking 

with fear.  As he took them outside, he said, `Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?’” 
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3 REASONS FOR GIVING THANKS 
IN DIFFICULT TIMES:

2.  GIVING THANKS ______________________ 
_________________________________________ 

Acts 16:26 “All at once the earth started to shake.  The stones under 
the prison shook and the doors opened.  The chains fell off from 
everyone.” 

Psalm 50:23 (NIV) “The one who sacrifices thank offerings honors 
me, and that one prepares the way, that I may show them the 
salvation of God.”  

In God’s presence, anything can happen because ___________

____________________


Psalm 140:13 (AMP) “Surely the righteous will give thanks to Your 
name; The upright will dwell in Your presence.” 

3.  GIVING THANKS ____________________ 
___________________________________ 

Acts 16:26 & 30   “…The chains fell off from everyone… As he [the 
jailer] took them outside, he said, `Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’” 

Psalm 100:4-5 (NIV) “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts 
with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.  For the Lord is 
good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues for all 
generations.” 

1.  GIVING THANKS ______________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Acts 16:25 “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
songs of thanks to God.” 

God promises me that I can connect with him.


James 4:8 “Come near to God and he will come near to you…” 

What is the best way to connect with God?


Psalm 100:4 (MSG) “Enter with the password:  `Thank you!’  Make 
yourselves at home, talking praise.  Thank him.  Worship him.” 

Psalm 95:3-7 (NIV) “For the Lord is the great God, the great King above 
all gods.  In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain 
peaks belong to him.  The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands 
formed the dry land.  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of 
his pasture, the flock under his care.” 

God doesn’t need my thanks.  Rather, I need to give God thanks 
because _______________________
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